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Al18 Bhe Cincinnati Assayer Sunday, February 9th, 2003 ———

Sunday Crossword No. 3401 Elec

i
7 Forcibly injected into the 1 Allied defense force 7 D n- _ ,
brain stem of humans during disbanded following global N N g8 5 1 } e j

most recent Singul union of 2002
cent Singularity War
8 Official language of the 2 President Nixon: "The rescue
Tolkienist cult mission to Mars must remain a
operation”

9 __ Major - constellation

from which Antaran attack force 3 Destroyed mining vessel that

appears to emanate tﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂ'rﬂd Asteroid Belt riots in
2000

10 Used by Cacodemonic

Council to indoctrinate children 4 Luminiferous substance

in the 1970s upon which psychic
transmissions flow through

12 Roman port city and site of space

WW3 peace accord
5 Al patrol drones who lack

14 Buddhist deities; also name authority to kill

of first-discovered conscious

planet 6 Slang for carnivorous slugs

found beneath lunar crust

16 Emerging religion, now 3rd

most popular worldwide 11 Human beings that join the —
All-Mind are said to be this Mil
19 Vessel that carried offi
doomed astronauts to Mars 13 Antaran leader to human sl
delegation: *| will not rest until :
20 Headline description of | see all humansin _° thi
Earth by Antaran en
4§ by 15 Russians did this to faked 18 Global standard of e
22 Medical procedure used moon landing footage in 1976 communication prior to psychic
since 1970 to diagnose “brain projection tod
suckers” 17 Slang term for black and pr
white tanks during Antarctic 21 Dr. Sullivan on chances of Earth
Confrontation of 2001 avoiding a collision with comet Wh
Nuncio-4:"_____ to none” I1Ssu
- | Rep
.ﬂ_ﬁ one
ANSWER TO YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE e X our
EEAEL ERMERTAR B o e oS AW —r = U R
defoies RodcBnd Hod JOLRUUMOGERNE~
HEANEEEE NEOEODE BEHEE Taxe | | | | || Mr
B & @ ST i [ Wi | HOoMg o, _ | —~=

SUNDAY CROSSWORD FROM THE CINCINNATI ASSAYER

A clipped section of the February 9th, 2003 edition of The Cincinnati Assayer, highlighting the Sunday crossword puzzle
for that date.

This clipping was donated anonymously to the Secret Typewriter offices, accompanied by the following short note: “Found
in mom’s attic while cleaning out her things. Thought you’d get a kick. The rest of the paper I have burnt. If you had read

it, you’d understand why.”

There is no record of a newspaper in Cincinnati called the Assayer in the author’s timeline. The crossword’s clues and
answers seem to suggest an alternate history at least somewhat adjacent to our own.

Following page: Classifieds page from the May 1981 issue of Star Quest Magazine. With numerous mentions of the alien
race known as the Antarans, it would appear to originate from the same -- or a similar - timeline as several other items in

this volume, many of which reference these beings.
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ALTAI FIREARMS SYNCHRONIC PISTOL
(”THE CORINTHIAN?)

This so-called “pan-dimensional synchronic pistol”
was first introduced in 1882 by Altai Firearms, a
small Texas weapons manufacturer whose origin is
shrouded in mystery.

Built in answer to a long-running conflict between
humanity and “phase demons” -- bizarre creatures
which could phase in and out of corporeal form by
moving between dimensions (thus rendering them
immune to conventional assaults) -- the idea
behind the synchronic pistol was elegant in its
simplicity: each of its twelve bullets was “phase
locked” to a known dimension, ensuring that at
least one of them would strike its target.

* NEW *

PISTOL

“The Corinthian”

ALTAI FIREARMS

SYNCHRONIC

Altai Firearms invented the pan-dimensional synchronie pistol in 1882, and the NEW
for 1901 omni-chamber sidearm, “the Corinthian,” is a thrilling new improvement.

Now featuring TWELVE barrels capable of firing simultaneously into ALL KNOWN
dimensions, you will no longer fear for your safety when confronted by evanescent
ereatures of ill-intent. “The Corinthian™ will fire easily and smoothly all twelve of its
individually temporal-locked phase-pellets into the target, guaranteeing you that at
least one will strike true, no matter what layer of phase space the demon might cur-
rently be residing in.

ORIGINATOR & LEADER IN PANDIMENSIONAL FIREARMS

“The Corinthian™ has won numerous accolades from gun shows around the world, and
is the preferred small arm of containment departments in both North and South
America. Do not be fooled by imitators or other manufacturers of phase weaponry.
Altai has been at your side since the incursion began, and you may depend on our
adage:

“ONE IS ALL YOU'LL GET - BUT ONE IS ALL YOU'LL NEED.”

ALTAI FIREARMS CO.,
9 Wesl St., Liberly, New Texas

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT
FOR “THE CORINTHIAN?”
PISTOL (1900)

An early advertisement for “The
Corinthian.”

Altai Firearms took its name from
the mountain range in Asia, the site
of humanity’s first encounter with
the phase demons (at Lake
Kucherla).

Of interest 1s the fact that Altai
Firearms was founded in 1880, and
first contact did not occur until

1883.
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_ L eave in Pieces!

Come in Peace

gNPHIE CHARLES. luscious lead of TV's HOUSTON, stars
wood-Land heavyweight MAXIMILIAN
(BULLET THAIN T'.-] Filﬁf'».*”"'m'DHﬁ'.M T H E

ATOMIC THREE ) in this horrfic tale of axploration gone

an Presiden Rooney \WLOLLEGE SF X NIGHT's Jern
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BLOOD MOON VHS (1986)

Horror film released on home video in 1986.
Typical of films of its genre, it features wooden
acting, low-budget special effects, and poor writing.

It’s plot seems to hint at authentic events that took
place in the world of its making, including several
references to a “failed” Apollo moon landing.

DID YOU KNOW?

Secret Typewriter Video was founded in late 2023, with the intent of
distributing video ephemera collected from alternate timelines.

Though many of the found and donated films are rendered unplayable due
to technological incompatibility or the meddling of formless demons, several
short films have been released, with more planned for the future.




Catalogue of Invented Ephemera

ASTRAL PHOTOGRAPHY.
INSTANTLY.

Astral photography used to be a real chore. Hours spent carefully
arranging the deceased’s treasured possessions within a flaming
pentagram, nolsy chants to the spirit world, and expensive bllis to
professional seers.

That all changed with LandCo’s Phantas-matic technology®, the
world’s first proven method for capturing the spirit world on film
without time-consuming and expensive ceremonies.

And now, LandCo has made It even easler to catch treasured

peeks of the other side. Introducing the new Phantas-matic 1200,

TWent <
w 5 Years gowne, out | 2 | 1200 System
cawn still Sﬂg “Cheese!” Uitngem® .

! where all you have to do Is press a button.

b Simply add a drop of your blood to our handy Instafilm paks,

3 point the camera towards a cold spot In the room (or call out to

L the spirit of your choice) and snap. The Phantas-matic does the rest.
3_ Isn't progress grand!?

* -

i 4 Genuine

: A . Phantas-matic

§
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JOURNEYS INTO THE FANTASTIC MAGAZINE (1979)

Cover of October 1979 issue of Journeys Into the Fantastic

Magazine, a monthly Science Fiction/Fantasy periodical
which ran from 1952 to 1993.

Journeys had the interesting distinction of being a Science
Fiction magazine in a timeline where reality often
outrivalled even its contributors imaginations, as
calamitous first contact with the Antaran civilization sent
this universe into a nightmare spiral of war and fascist
rule, as evidenced by the rise of the North American
Hegemony (N.A.H.).

A portion of the magazine has come down to us
intact, and can be read here.

Opposite Page: Advertisement for the PHANTASMATIC INSTANT ASTRAL CAMERA (1987). Produced by the
LandCo company, the so-called “Phantasmatic” instant astral camera brought photographing the dead into the
modern age. Wildly popular, it was discontinued in 1995 after the body of Gerald Land, founder and CEO of
LandCo, was discovered floating some fifteen feet in the air near Joshua Tree, California. When pulled down by
authorities, his corpse burst into a conflagration so intense that it took nearly two weeks to extinguish.

10
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vou are KID NIETZSCHE, a
'w.undﬁrlf.:rd philosopher called
upon by the ancient muses to
save Earth! Choose bétween
two branching paths - the
Apolionian and the Dionysian =
as you battie through eight
l:.':u][mg levels of ph.lu;:,::ph:cal
adventure. Can you vanquish
the evil lord Wagner - and save
humanity from itsedf ¢

HE( i HOED £
‘II.!J-I ::: BT0 :IL: |Il ; ]

Far

e WA Ehe WILZARDVIE
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KID NIETZSCHE VIDEO GAME (1987)

An early title for the WizardVision Distraction System, Kid Nietzsche
was part of WizardVision’s “philosopher series” of video games -- an
effort at “edutainment” that was deeply unsuccessful.

Due to its lack of popularity (and WizardVision’s later legal troubles)
only 500 copies of Kid Nietzsche are believed to remain in existence.

Following Page: Full page advertisement for the WizardVision Distraction System, from the November 1989 issue
of Rabid Gamer Magazine. The WizardVision Distraction System enjoyed brief success from its launch in 1985
until 1t was pulled from the market in 1992. Although only partial reports from this timeline are available, 1t seems
apparent that the system was purposely designed as a nefarious means of opening portals to dark realms. After
several children were lost to these portals, popular outrage caused governments to ban the system in 1992, and
order all games and consoles destroyed.

11
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' Playing the new
’ Wizardvision Distraction

System won’t make you a
( real wizard... ’

...it’ll just make you feel like
one.

- —:'.'."',‘-. :-!'- -

PREPARE TO BE SPELLBOUND...

A dark forest. In the distance, a towering stone castle. You give your party the signal to hold. You
slowly unsheathe your blade, it’s cockatrice-tooth steel glistening in the light of the twin moons
high above.

But hark! What's this? You've been spotted by a band of death-biters?!

As one of the fearsome beasts lunges upon you, sinking its razor-sharp fangs into your arm, a
member of your party cries out: “Johnny, time for dinner!”

It’s mom.

You grab your arm. The blood that had been pouring forth a few seconds ago is no more. You're
home again, playing Journey to Midnight Castle ® on your new Wizardvision™ home console.

It was all just a reverie. But was it? Your Wizardvision console surely contains no demonic
powers, capable of transporting you to mysterious realms beyond all human comprehension,
right?

The only way to find out is to play.

For more information, write: Wizardvision
Corp, 1243 Eastview Drive, Thompson ID g le f-
90291.0r phone: 888-555-1283. Dealer It's Mag

inquires invited. Wiezardvision 1s not wWigar dv lelon
responsible for any portals opened 1o rrer———
demon realms. e P

12
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THE BOOK OF THE FIVE MOONS

L1G

Fam the soribe of The gale-
keepers. | speak in maay
tomgues; [ wateh all with for-
eigm eyes. Acolyte! Look upon
these words; receive them in
your own volee, Blagphemers
shall read and undersiand
mofhing before them,

Look now wpon fhe sife of
The Gate, digscovered in (ke
fifth year of the reign of
Darius, the greal ona, the
bright one, the seer, the
Eringer forth of dreame, Lhe

punisher of unbelievers, Hal-

fowed be his name! The Gale
ia his and hisz alone. Hiz
apirit watehes over il from
all of the five sharde, which
ke shall make whole af the
Hme of his coming.

The Gate appears only by
the Light of the full Moon,
and only during the month of
Shan, when the alignmenl of
the shards brings (hem
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eannel ke walked
elraight, only The Book
of the Five Moons, which
pou now look upon due fo
hix dexire and bz plory,
can guide you. Follow the
magp, #f you have wizdom
fo undersiand.

When you reach il2 en-
france five guardians
from five realms swill
Judge your worth. ff any
of them finds you wnwwor-
thy, then the pate shall
nof sing, and gquick deaik
awails you, Even if you
pass, beware the fifth
guardian, Yol, who shall
templ you with Earthly
pleasures, according o
your darkest desires,
Lislen nol,
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Gate shall grant you life
everlasting, and you
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times, and al all places.
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A quasi-mystical work of unknown provenance, accquired by Secret Typewriter in mid-2024.

Upon first inspection, The Book of the Five Moons appears to be a relatively ordinary English - French
dictionary dating from the late 19th or early 20th century. However, when the pages are viewed in the light
of a full moon, the words vanish, revealing the text above.

The previous owner of the book, Professor Evelyn Tran of Murkville University in New York, believed it to be

a genuine artifact of a “distinct but closely intertwined” reality separate from our own, a position which
earned her overwhelming ridicule from her colleagues.

Still, some continue to find the text and accompanying map (whose location has never been reliably

identified) provocative, and the mystery only deepened in late 2024, when Dr. Tran disappeared under
mysterious circumstances.

See the transformation in action here.

e i, HER i e L L il VTHLIE § Y

DID YOU KNOW?

Professor Evelyn Tran was the first person known to have studied The
Book of the Five Moons in detail, and was regarded as the foremost
expert on the work. She vanished sometime during the final week of
October, 2024.

An eyewitness reported having seen a woman matching Tran’s

description on the night of October 28th, walking along a rural section of
route 14, outside of Murkville, NY.

No Leads in Professor’s Disappearance

13
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The Only ”GOOD ” Antaran
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" { l' | l}

On a hot day in August, near Monroe, West
Virginia, Lieutenant Andre “steel-toe™” Al-
cazar’s unit was outgunned, outnumbered,
and overrun. Three Antaran death squads
were pressing down, intent on seizing the
southern district fusion plant, a vital source
of energy for much of the southeastern sea-
board. With reinforcements pinned down
by a sneak horn-head attack fifty miles
north, Alcazar and his soldiers were on
their own.

“On me!” Alcazar cried to his unit of brave

comrades. Clutching his phase-rifle, he
rushed across an open swath of asphalt and
took cover behind a flaming personnel car-
rier. He fired into the filthy invaders with
machine-like precision, carving up an
entire death squad single-handed. Phase
bullet after phase bullet ripped through
skulls and armor — no horn-head was slink-
ing away from this fight.

Following his heroic lead, Alcazar’s
ten-man unit joined in, sending the remain-
ing death squads fleeing back into
phase-space.

“I'll keep fighting the horn-heads,” says Al-
cazar, “but I can’t do it alone. Even if you
can’t join me on the front lines, you can do
your part by reporting traitors and sympa-
thizers, and by joining your local Neighbor-
hood Execution Team. Together we’re
strong. Together we’ll win.”

The choice is simple: Freedom? Or death?
Report traitors! Execute Antarans on sight! Defend the homefront!

The North American Hegemony does not pay for this advertisement and is not affiliated with its content. It is
made possible by the generous donation of this magazine, in cooperation with the Victory Through Right
Speech Committee of the N.A.H.

14
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TIGER ELECTRONICS IKIRU HANDHELD GAME (1993)

Handheld game based on the classic film Ikiru, by acclaimed filmmaker Akira

Kurosawa.
Originally intended to be the first in a series of games based around Kurosawa’s
oeuvre, lkiru sold only 3,000 units upon release, and the later planned games were

cancelled.

See gameplay here.

Opposite page: A propaganda advertisement for the North American Hegemony, Boy Soldier Magazine (1971).

This full page propaganda piece ran frequently in perodicals targeted at boys and young men, and not-so-subtly
extolled the virtues of war, here against an alien race called the Antarans.

15
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KILL ME TWICE - R.L. DILLON (Paperback

| j a Petrel Book 5/. ed., Petrel Books, 1977)

©
rL » Debut novel by Ronald Lawrence Dillon, reclusive
t KI I I M e author of “hard-boiled” crime fiction whose work

evoked Raymond Chandler, an author who never

-~ existed in his timeline.
Twice

; First published in 1960, Kill Me Twice gradually
R.L. Dillon rose In esteem to become one of the most popular
novels 1n its genre, and was eventually adapted into
a series of films starring John F. Kennedy (in this
reality, a matinee idol).

The story is reputed to be remarkably labyrinthine,
and follows the trials of private detective John
Mathieson as he tracks down a mysterious serial
killer, who leaves the same cryptic note at all of his
crime scenes:

Maybe with a pistol;
Maybe with a knife;
You’ll kill me once --

But I'll kill you twice.

An excerpt has survived the journey to our world,
and can be read on the following page.

First edition copy of R.L. Dillon’s Kill Me
Twice (Pacific Books, 1960).

16
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An entry from the
The Big Little Book
of Literary Deaths
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THE BIG LITTLE BOOK OF LITERARY DEATHS

Part of the Big Little Book series -- a Iong-running
publication aimed at young readers which featured a

shrunk-down form factor.

This lesser-known (and somewhat morbid) entry
chronicled the deaths of famous authors and thinkers

from throughout history.

A sample of the book can be read here.

10 Virginia Woolf :
REEeE e Tt it SERE Virginia Woolf
English Writer

Virginia Woolf (1882 — 1941) who
came of age during the Modernist
movement in literature and went on
to become one of its greatest
exemplars, had long struggled with
mental illness.

In 1941, at the age of 59, Woolf’s
mental health reached a nadir.
Troubled by professional
disappointment and disturbed by
hallucinations in which she heard

- birds speaking to her in ancient

Greek, Woolf went to the River Ouse
near her home, filled her pockets
with stones, and plunged into the

January 25th, 1882 - Mareh 28k, 1941
Cause of death: Suicide by drowning

WO < S
= .. L AT - o
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UNCREDITED POLITICAL
CARTOOON FROM THE FILTHY
MEDDLER (AUGUST 1990)

An uncredited political cartoon,
from page 11 of The Filthy Meddler,
a leftist weekly from an alternate
reality version of Milwaukie,

Wisconsin (USA).

The paper does not survive in its
entirety, and little is known of the
context of the cartoon, though it
appears to cast doubt on the
prudence of a recent peace accord,
either with Martians, or signed on

Mars.

FIELD GUIDE TO RARE APPARITIONS (1st ed. 1879)

The first edition of French fantasist Francois Escoffier’s
guidebook to rare apparitions.

Although Escoffier mysteriously vanished while visiting
London in 1900, The Field Guide has nevertheless
remained 1n print, and has been frequently updated by an
anonymous author (which some claim to be M. Escoffier
himself) through the present day.

Secret Typewriter is in possession of a copy, which can be

read here.
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contained with

PROGRAM FOR “AFTERLIFE” TOURS -
19th CENTURY

The front page of a Program advertising tours
of both Heaven and Hell, mid-to-late 19th
century, England.

Little 1s known of the contents of this program
(the front page shown here is all that survives)
and even less can be said as to whether these
“tours” were a cleverly-concealed hoax, a
metaphorical invention, or -- perhaps -- a
genuine journey to worlds beyond.

20
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR “REMOTE

VIEWING” - LADY CHINCHILLA
# 57 (JULY 1971)

An advertisement for a program
purporting to teach the basics of
“remote viewing” -- the supposed
ability to mentally project one’s
mind’s eye to far-flung locales (and
times).

It 1s unknown if remote viewing was

10 nA‘fAL possible in this reality, though its
FREE TRI

appearance as an ad in an 1ssue of
Lady Chinchilla -- a short-lived
comicbook of its day -- would tend to
cast doubt on this possibility.

- -
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F i
# PROGRAMME ¥
WILLIAM BLOODRICH & SCFNSI

FIRST RATE TOURS | I

Of The Mysteries Of |

THE AFTERLIFE |
WONDERS OF HEAVEN & HELL |

REVEALED! |
Excursions lo |

ST. PETERS GATES
wilh a special visil to I

The Flaming Lake of Cacodemonia
Starting Every Day at 10 a.m.,

Clean Souls Call at
21 Marble Lane, London

W. Bloodrich & Sons, Chief Offices, 143, STRAND, LONDON
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